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Single Transferable Vote 


OFFICER ELECTIONS 2008/09 GUIDES

PART C: VOTING TERMINOLOGY – JARGON BUSTER

Here at Warwick, our elections in the Students’ Union are decided using a voting system known as Single Transferable Voting (STV), a form of proportional representation. In its simplest form, STV means that voters are able to rank candidates in order of preference. With STV, you can rank as many or for as few candidates as you wish. 

With STV, voting is easy!

Instead of ticking the candidates you want to vote for, with STV you number the candidates in order of preference. Put a "1" beside the candidate you like best, then a "2" beside your second choice, "3" by your third choice, and so on. You can vote for as many or as few candidates as you like.  This continues until the voter is indifferent, at which point they number the "No Further Preferences" box on the ballot paper.  

So what does the numbering do? 

By giving the number "1" to a candidate, you are saying that the candidate is your number one choice.  By ranking candidates in your preferred order - 1,2,3,4 and so on - you are also saying which other candidates you prefer if your top choice doesn't have enough support to get in or if your top choice doesn't need all the votes they received to be elected. 
The numbers you use must be in sequence. If you make a mistake, your vote will be valid up to when you made the error - for example, if you miss out a "4" and just rank 1, 2, 3 and 5, only your first three preferences will be valid. 

An example of an STV ballot

	PRESIDENT

	Brando, Marlon
	3

	Hepburn, Audrey
	1

	Lennon, John
	5

	Monroe, Marilyn
	2

	Presley, Elvis
	4

	Re-Open Nominations (RON)
	

	No Further Preferences (NFP)
	6


What the voter is saying: -
“The candidate I most want as President is Audrey Hepburn. But if she gets more votes than she need to be elected, then part of my vote is to be transferred to my second choice, Marilyn Monroe. Or if Audrey has so little support that she can’t possibly be elected, transfer my vote to Marilyn…”
What else do I need to know? 

To be elected the candidate needs to obtain a certain quota of votes. This quota is obtained by dividing the number of votes by the number of posts up for election plus one. 

Once all first preferences have been counted, the candidate with the lowest number of votes may be eliminated, and their votes re-distributed.  This process continues until one candidate obtains over 50% of all votes cast or is the only candidate left standing.  

This system allows the wishes of the voters to be taken into consideration as much as possible by allowing them to express exactly how they rate each candidate.

No Further Preferences (NFP)
On each ballot, there is an option to declare “No Further Preferences" (NFP).  This should be numbered by voters once they have ranked the candidates until they are indifferent.  

For example, a voter marks "1" against Audrey Hepburn, and have no feelings either way about any candidates that follow.  

At this point s/he would mark a "2" in the "No Further Preferences" box.  If s/he then put "3" against another candidate, this preference would be ignored.  

	PRESIDENT

	Brando, Marlon
	

	Hepburn, Audrey
	1

	Lennon, John
	

	Monroe, Marilyn
	

	Presley, Elvis
	

	Re-Open Nominations (RON)
	

	No Further Preferences (NFP)
	2


Re-Open Nominations 
In each election in the Students’ Union, voters have the choice of either voting for a candidate or to Re-Open Nominations (RON). The purpose of RON is to allow voters a choice even in an uncontested election. 

You should vote for RON if you feel that none of the candidates are suitable for the position.  If RON wins any post, then that position is declared vacant and nominations are re-opened.  This allows new candidates to stand. RON should not be used as an expression of indifference towards candidates as it is an active vote AGAINST those standing.  

To express indifference, use "No Further Preferences." 

REMEMBER: VOTING RON IS NOT THE SAME AS ABSTAINING!
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